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The wells of Kishm were found full of rotten sardines,
but the fleet supplied itself with water from the island of
Larak. The four ships were assigned their posts about Ormuz,
while each in turn mounted guard at Larak over the wells.

On his side, Cogeatar summoned a fleet with which he
hoped to burn his enemy's vessels, and engaged from Persia
two captains of the Shah to reinforce Ormuz with 500
archers. All this was told to Albuquerque by a captive
under torture. Albuquerque wrote to Diogo de Melo at
Larak to keep a sharp look-out for the enemy's ships, and
himself prepared to fight the Persians, who had reached the
coast and were waiting at Naband for an opportunity to
cross.

That the ships might not appear abandoned before
Ormuz in the daylight, a night attack was deemed advisable.
They hoped to be on board again before their absence could
be noticed. Crossing at midnight beneath the rays of
the full moon, they dipped their oars as noiselessly as
possible, but their approach was heard, and from the shore
was raised a shout that seemed to die away. Perfect still-
ness reigned when Albuquerque's boat reached the beach;
he and his companions had disembarked on what appeared
to be a deserted shore, when out of the inky shadows poured a
rain of arrows. The other boats were yet some distance off,
but it was useless to wait their being shot at by an unseen
foe, so the little band of twenty-eight advanced and charged.
By the time the others had arrived a furious fight was
raging round the Mosque.

The Persians had vastly superior numbers, and they were
reputed the mightiest warriors of all that coast; but they
had never met an enemy like this. Before dawn the Portu-
guese had forced them to evacuate Naband. The Shah's
two captains turned and fled, for which they were severely
reprimanded by their master. It was disgraceful, he declared,
to have been routed by so few men. But he did not hide his
admiration for Afonso de Albuquerque. From that time
Shah Ismail sought to be his friend.